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In December 1995, the new Materials Research Society 
Internet Journal of Nitride Semiconductor Research (MIJ- 
NSR) was launched. It is the first "paperless journal" 
devoted to the Group III-Nitride semiconductors. The 
Editors led by Eric Hellman of AT&T Bell Labs, and 
editorial staff are "committed to building the MIJ-NSR into 
the field's leading scientific journal" by maintaining "high 
editorial standards while exploring and utilizing the 
extraordinary possibilities of Inte.rnet". 
Genesis 
The genesis of the project came about as a result of the e- 
publishing forum at the spring '95 MRS Meeting, and the 
disappointment at the directions certain journals were 
following. "I am a member  of a committee at Bell Labs 
which redesigned the Bell Labs Homepage.  I was 
frustrated because copyright law did not permit us to 
make our own work available on the web," says Eric 
Hellman: '°Yhe area I was working in, nitride semiconduc- 
tors, was rapidly growing, but had no information 
clearinghouse. I had worked in high Tc superconductors, 
and had come to value "High Tc Update", a newsletter 
produced at Ames. With that as an inspiration, I wanted to 
take advantage of the possibilities of the Web, and in so 
doing, help to move the technical publishing industry in 
the direction that it has to go, which is towards open web 
journals, supported by author fees". 
MI J -NSR 
The MIJ-NSR, published under the auspices of the 
Materials Research Society, is peer reviewed and archival. 
As an electronic journal, it can offer our readership a level 
of service far beyond the capabilities of paper journals. 
Digitized items such as photographs can now be viewed 
in full colour; video and audio capabilities are available as 
well. What is most important, says Cammy Abernathy of 
the University of Florida, "by eschewing postal and 
printing delays, extremely rapid publication is promised 
- in a world of shrinking library budgets and rising 
journal costs, MIJ-NSR contr ibutors are assured of 
universal access to their results in perpetuity". 
Unmatched service 
In addition to its role as a scientific journal, the 
embodiment as a Web Site permits additional services 
which no paper journal can match. "The MIJ-NSR is a 
clearing house of nitride semiconductor information," 
says Eric Hellman: '~When you visit our Site, you can check 
our Nitride Calendar for conferences and other special 
events, browse the latest research in our preprint server, 
keep up to date with special news bulletins and highlight 
summaries from the latest conferences, search our 
reference database, and link to related sites". 
Contributors can make their papers available in both 
English and their native language. In addition, they and co- 
Editor, Toby Strite of IBM Zurich, plan to post comments 
and debate over MIJ-NSR papers and host discussion 
groups moderated by an expert  in the area: "The 
possibilities are exciting and daunting. We will be grateful 
for, and are in fact relying upon, a great deal of 
experimentation a d feedback from the readership". 
Contr ibute 
If you are interested in contributing to the MIJ-NSR the 
"Journalmaster", Eric Hellman, has made the information 
you need available via links from the main page. 
"We welcome everyone to join us by submitting a 
manuscript - we have made it as easy as possible. Or you 
can register as a reviewer or help us expand our 
reference database to include your most recent papers, 
or by sending your comments on what we are trying 
to do". 
.Contact:  Eric S. Hellman, Room 1L~435, AT&T Bell 
Laboratories, 600 Mountain Ave., Murray Hill, NJ 
07974-0636 USA Tel~Fax: [1] 908,582-6578 / 4702. 
Email: hellman@physic£att.com n the World Wide 
Web: http :/ / www. research.att.com/ home/ bellman@ 
physics/ 
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